





July 16, 2004

To the citizens of Alger County:


In lieu of the usual paid political ad where accomplishments and attributes are presented in checklist fashion, I've decided to use a narrative format much like my columns because words, after all, are the tools of my trade.

I have lived in the U.P. since 1981 and in Rumely since 1988. My husband David is a 4th generation farmer and a District Director for the Michigan Farm Bureau. We are childless, though not by choice, so the shorthairs pictured here (Chip and Molly) are almost unbelievably pampered, as are the horses with which I compete in the sport of endurance riding.


A few people were surprised to learn that I am a Republican. I in turn was astonished by the number of people who urged me to run as a Democrat. Although I would agree that party politics have precious little to do with the day to day affairs of a county prosecutor, it would never occur to me to run as anything but what I am and I cannot condone the practice of switching parties solely for the purpose of enhancing one's electability.


I am fortunate to find myself unopposed and I like to think this is because others share my values about local politics. I've always felt that personal ambition should not drive decisions to run for local offices, i.e., that one should not run against an incumbent at this level unless the incumbent actually deserves to be replaced, because the process can generate considerable uncertainty and animosity in the workplaces of government.


Some may not agree that my record represents progress, but in the nineteen months that I've been Alger County's prosecutor, 11 people have been sentenced to prison, 6 more individuals awaiting trial are likely candidates for prison and the county jail has experienced significant overcrowding. For purposes of comparison, only 5 people had been sentenced to prison over the preceding 2 years. (All figures exclude the Alger Max population, meaning those who were in prison to start with).  


I have twenty years experience as a prosecutor in Marquette, Delta and Alger counties, as well as the trial skills, judgment and work habits needed to be an effective prosecutor, but the thing I really treasure is my reputation for being completely incorruptible. I treat everyone the same whether they are friends or enemies, pillars of the community or the usual suspects, somebodies or nobodies, and the special treatment of anyone offends me both personally and professionally.


This is not to say that those who find themselves on opposite sides of cases or issues from me won't reflexively conclude that I am improperly motivated, indeed they do so with some frequency. This is frustrating, of course, but experience has taught me to be patient. I am very confident that, over the course of the next four years, these same people will find themselves aligned with me on other cases or issues and while they may never become fans they will come to realize that I have no side, no agenda and no cause other than to uphold the laws of the State of Michigan.







Sincerely,







Karen A. Bahrman







Alger County Prosecuting Attorney

