





March 5, 2007

The Mining Journal

249 W. Washington

Marquette, MI 49855

Dear Editor:

The Mining Journal's coverage of the Richardson homicide is offensive and irresponsible on so many levels that I scarcely know where to begin.


The huge front-page photograph of the victim's body is an unparalleled affront to decency. We took pains to spare the victim's family the sight of that photograph in court, but it seems unlikely that they were able to avoid seeing their beloved daughter, sister and mother on display as they left their hotels on Saturday morning. For shame.


The sensationalized text is also very mean-spirited. A recent headline referred to attorneys "jockeying" for position – too bad this isn't a game. A few lines down was a reference to "tantalizing" hints of evidence to come. Too bad this isn't a book or a movie.


I am only going to say this once because past experience with a negligent homicide case informs me that the Mining Journal does this to stir the pot, i.e., you're hoping for dozens of letters to the editor that will keep public interest alive: you are jeopardizing the defendant's right to a fair trial and you are jeopardizing Alger County's venue – or is the Mining Journal going to foot the bill for a change of venue?







Sincerely,







Karen A. Bahrman







Prosecuting Attorney

