To the Editor:

This is in response to a recent editorial expressing sympathy for “cash-strapped” Alger County in the wake of the Richardson murder trial.


I realize that the editorial in no way challenged the worthiness of the cause, however, the reporting of total costs is meaningless for reasons other than the pursuit of justice being priceless.

A breakdown of the costs in question would have revealed that the change of venue, driven both by the volume of pre-trial publicity and the adequacy of Alger County’s facilities, substantially increased the cost of the trial because personnel from Alger County had to commute or relocate to Manistique for the duration of the trial.


A comparison of the costs in question to that of other high profile murder trials of similar length and complexity would have revealed that the Richardson trial was a bargain in many ways.


Court-appointed attorneys account for the largest single expenditure in any criminal prosecution, however, the Richardson defense attorneys were retained and the defendant will be represented on appeal by the State Appellate Defender’s Office, also at no cost to Alger County.


Expert witnesses can often be expensive, however, the Richardson defense team hired their own and only three prosecution experts were paid by the county; all others were provided to us courtesy of the Federal Bureau of Investigations, Michigan State Police, or National Park Service. Lay witnesses, who are only paid ten cents per mile and twelve dollars a day, were asked to waive even those pitiful fees and most of them did so. 


Jurors, of course, were a considerable expense even though they too are woefully undercompensated, but absent the change of venue the costs of Richardson trial would have compared favorably with the Camp Cusino murder trial, which involved two indigent defendants and consequently two court-appointed attorneys.

$100,000 is indeed a lot of money but it is more than a little galling to see it mentioned in a sympathy card from the very newspaper that generated most of the pre-trial publicity that helped drive the change of venue that inflated the cost of the trial.
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