Michigan hosts state’s first Drug Recognition Expert course

Fifteen officers receive specialized training to improve detection of impaired drivers

Michigan law enforcement officers recently received specialized training to enhance their abilities to detect and arrest drugged drivers during the state’s first Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) course.

Fifteen officers from local and county police agencies and the Michigan State Police (MSP) participated in the intensive three-week course. The class also included five Michigan prosecutors. 

DREs are trained to recognize signs of impairment in drivers under the influence of drugs other than, or in addition to, alcohol and to identify the category or categories of drugs causing the impairment. DREs conduct a 12- step evaluation process to make this determination. 
The first two phases of the course took place at the MSP Training Academy in Lansing, with the third phase occurring at the Maricopa County Jail in Arizona. This facility processes an average of 900 inmates per day and will provide officers the opportunity to conduct hands-on drug evaluations for all seven drug categories, a requirement of the course.

The DRE program, also referred to as the Drug Evaluation Classification program, began in the 1970s with the Los Angeles Police Department. The program operates under the guidelines and direction of the International Association of Chiefs of Police and is supported by NHTSA. There are more than 7,300 DREs across the nation. 

Although Michigan has experienced a decrease in alcohol-related crashes, fatalities and arrests, it has noted an increase in drug-involvement in traffic crashes and injuries. In 2009, drugs accounted for an additional 83 injuries and 89 crashes compared to 2008. In 2010, drug-involved fatalities increased by 29 percent with 153 motorists killed in crashes involving drugs. Some of that increase can be attributed to expanded testing requests.

Nationally, 18 percent of all drivers killed in crashes in 2009 tested positive for drugs, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). In Michigan, 20 percent of drivers killed tested positive for drugs.

The following officers graduated from the DRE program:
· Deputy Stephen Brasseur, Kent County Sheriff’s Department

· Officer Brent Carriveau, University of Michigan Department of Public Safety

· Officer Michael Covarrubias, Mt. Pleasant Police Department

· Officer Catherine Fase, Jonesville Police Department

· Trooper Rene Gonzalez, Michigan State Police Brighton Post

· Officer Scott Hall, Detroit Police Department

· Officer Josh McConkie, Greenville Department of Public Safety

· Deputy Doug McMullen, Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Office
· Trooper Troy Meder, Michigan State Police Bay City Post

· Deputy Troy Packard, Benzie County Sheriff ‘s Office
· Trooper Michael Poliski, Michigan State Police St. Ignace Post

· Trooper Greg Primeau, Michigan State Police Detroit Post

· Officer Sean Seabase, Midland Police Department

· Trooper Jeff Short, Michigan State Police West Branch Post

· Officer Jacques Simon, Fraser Department of Public Safety

· Officer Kevin Yudt, Westland Police Department

